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1. PRAYER (Item 1 on the Order Paper)

Opportunity for Prayers or Silent Meditation

2. OBITUARIES (Item 2 on the Order Paper) 
 
Honourable Members, may we now take a moment to hold in our thoughts and prayers all those souls who have departed from us in recent times whether through natural causes, tragic acts of violence, or fatal road accidents.

We wish, in particular, to remember the following individuals:
2.1	Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson Sr., who departed peacefully on 17 February 2026, at the age of 84. 

Born in Greenville, South Carolina in 1941, Rev. Jackson rose from modest beginnings to become one of the world’s most influential champions of civil rights, justice and human dignity. For more than six decades, he fought tirelessly for equality in the United States and internationally. 

A protégé of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., he marched in Selma and later founded organizations such as Operation PUSH and the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, which advanced the rights of marginalized communities globally. 

He became the first African American candidate with a viable path to the U.S. presidency, running for the Democratic nomination in 1984 and 1988, paving the way for future leaders including President Barack Obama. 

What resonates deeply with us in South Africa is that Rev. Jackson’s struggle against racial oppression paralleled our own fight against apartheid. His unwavering insistence that all people are “precious in God’s sight” speaks directly to our journey toward equality, unity and social justice. His voice, advocacy and moral clarity strengthened global solidarity with oppressed peoples, including our nation. 

Even as he bravely battled Parkinson’s disease and later progressive supranuclear palsy, he remained a steadfast advocate for human dignity until the end. 

Honourable Members, as we honour his memory, let us be reminded of his legacy, courage, inclusivity and a relentless pursuit of justice. May his life continue to inspire our own commitment to building a society where freedom, dignity and equality are shared by all;

2.2 Mr Joe Latakgomo, a founding editor of The Sowetan and 
former Public Advocate of the Press Council of South Africa.

Mr Latakgomo’s immeasurable contribution to the media, public relations, and communications sectors has left an indelible mark on our nation. Through his leadership, integrity, and unwavering commitment to ethical journalism, he played a pivotal role in shaping public discourse and strengthening the foundations of our democracy.

As a media pioneer and champion of accountability, he dedicated his life to ensuring that the voices of our people were heard and that the principles of fairness, transparency, and justice remained central to our public narrative. His work not only informed the nation but also empowered citizens and upheld the values enshrined in our Constitution;
	
2.3 Mr Sipho Simiso Dlamini, an ANC branch convener in the 
eThekwini region who was shot and killed by unknown gunmen in Umgababa south of Durban on 21 February 2026;

2.4 Five children who died tragically in a shack fire in Shakashead, Stanger on Saturday, 28 February 2026;

2.5 Victims of gender-based violence, femicide, and hate crimes;

2.6 Public servants and traditional leaders of our province and the country at large;

2.7 Artists and veterans of the entertainment industry; and

2.8 All those who have tragically lost their lives in road accidents across our province in recent weeks.

I now invite the House to observe a moment of profound silence in honour of all those who have passed on.”


3. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER (Item 3 on the Order Paper)

3.1	CONFIRMATION OF THE PRECINCTS OF THE LEGISLATURE FOR THE SITTING ON 03 MARCH 2026 

It is noted that section 2 of the Powers, Privileges and Immunities of Parliament and Provincial Legislatures Act, 2004 (PPIPPLA) provides as follows regarding the precincts of the Legislature:

2.(1) The precincts of Parliament is the area of land and 
every building or part of a building under Parliament's control, including –

(a) the chambers in which the proceedings of the Houses are conducted and the galleries and lobbies of the chambers;

(b) every part of the buildings in which the chambers are situated, and every forecourt, yard, garden, enclosure or open space appurtenant thereto;

(c) committee rooms and other meeting places provided or used primarily for Parliament's purposes; and

(d) every other building or part of a building provided or used in connection with the proceedings of Parliament, while so used.

(2)	In so far as it may be necessary for the achievement of the objects of this Act in a case where a House or committee convenes beyond the seat of Parliament, this Act applies as if the premises where the House or committee is sitting were within the precincts of Parliament.

It is hereby confirmed that the debate on the State of the Province Address of the Legislature shall take place at the City Hall in Pietermaritzburg on Tuesday, the 03rd of March 2026.

It is noted that in terms of PPIPPLA, and thus by operation of law, the precinct of the Legislature includes every area of land and every building or part of a building under the Legislature's control. Nevertheless, it is hereby confirmed that, for purposes of the debate on the State of the Province Address the area under the control of the Legislature and thus the precincts of the Legislature, will include – 

1.	The City Hall;

2.	Any building immediately surrounding the City Hall that has been designated for use by the Legislature during the debate on the State of the Province Address;

3.	The immediate surrounding area designated for parking and other purposes; and

4.	The area surrounding the City Hall that may be cordoned off for purposes of the debate on the State of the Province Address.

I trust Members will find this to be in order.






3.2 BIRTHDAYS

3.2.1	Honourable members, may I take this opportunity to convey our warmest belated birthday wishes to Hon Mr B.A. Mkhize, who celebrated his birthday on 02 March.

I would also like to extend our sincere birthday wishes in advance to the following members:

· Hon Mr L.M. Meyer – 11 March
· Hon Dr I. Keeka – 12 March
· Hon Mr T.R. Zuma – 19 March
· Hon Ms D.L. Nzama – 28 March
· Hon Mr W.N. Mkhize – 30 March

On behalf of the House, we wish all these Honourable Members a joyful, fulfilling, and memorable year ahead. May the year bring them good health, wisdom, and continued dedication in their service to the people of KwaZulu-Natal.


3.3	KWAZULU-NATAL LEGISLATURE COMMEMORATES THE 2026 COMMONWEALTH DAY UNDER THE THEME: “UNLOCKING OPPORTUNITIES TOGETHER FOR A PROSPEROUS COMMONWEALTH

Commonwealth Day is celebrated annually on the second Monday in March by the 56 member states of the Commonwealth of Nations. In 2026, Commonwealth Day will be observed on Monday, 9 March 2026, across all Commonwealth countries. The Theme for 2026 is: “Unlocking Opportunities Together for a Prosperous Commonwealth”
 
The day promotes shared values, including democracy, human rights, peace, good governance, diversity, and sustainable development. It provides an opportunity for member countries to reflect on collective progress and strengthen cooperation for mutual benefit.
 
As an institution that upholds democratic principles and public participation, the KwaZulu-Natal Legislature joins all Commonwealth Nations in commemorating this day by promoting civic awareness, youth engagement, and international solidarity.

3.4	OBSERVANCE OF THE LENTEN SEASON

Honourable Members, many Christians across our province, our country, and around the world have entered the sacred period of Lent. This period began on Ash Wednesday and will continue for forty days, concluding with the commemoration of Easter.

Lent is a solemn and reflective season in the Christian calendar. It commemorates the forty days Jesus Christ spent fasting in the wilderness, representing a time of preparation, sacrifice, and spiritual discipline. During this period, Christian believers engage in prayer, fasting, acts of charity, and personal reflection as they seek renewal of faith and spiritual growth.

The KwaZulu‑Natal Legislature acknowledges and respects the diverse faith traditions represented among our Members, staff, and the broader community. We extend our well‑wishes to all those observing this important period and trust it will be one of strength, peace, and spiritual upliftment.

3.5	MONTH OF RAMADAN

On behalf of the KwaZulu‑Natal Legislature, I wish to extend our warmest greetings to the Muslim community in our province and across South Africa as they observe the holy Month of Ramadan. This sacred month commenced at sundown on 17 February 2026, with the first day of fasting on 18 February 2026, following the official sighting of the crescent moon. 

Ramadan is expected to continue until around 19–20 March 2026, subject to the sighting of the new moon that marks the end of the month and the celebration of Eid al‑Fitr. 

We wish all those observing a blessed and spiritually fulfilling Ramadan. May this period of fasting, prayer, and charity bring peace, strength, and renewed purpose to all who partake.

3.6 HUMAN RIGHTS MONTH

As we commemorate Human Rights Month this March, we are reminded that this period serves to honour the sacrifices that paved the way for our constitutional democracy and the fundamental rights we enjoy today. Human Rights Month is observed to reinforce our collective commitment to the Bill of Rights, and to remember the tragic events of 21 March 1960, when 69 peaceful protesters were killed at Sharpeville, an event that exposed the injustices of apartheid to the world. 

Human Rights Day, observed annually on 21 March, continues to remind us of our duty as public representatives and as citizens to protect and promote equality, dignity, and freedom for all. In 2026, the national theme builds on the ongoing efforts to deepen a culture of social justice and human rights in South Africa. 

As we mark this important month, I urge all Members to encourage our communities to foster tolerance, unity, and mutual respect, to embrace our diversity, to reject all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, gender‑based violence, and related intolerances, and to strengthen social cohesion and nation-building across KwaZulu‑Natal. 

Let us use Human Rights Month to reaffirm our commitment to building an inclusive, just, and non‑discriminatory society in which every person’s dignity is protected and upheld.

3.7	2026 INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

Honourable Members, I would like to draw your attention to the fact that 8 March is observed globally as International Women’s Day, a day dedicated to recognising and celebrating the cultural, political, and socio‑economic achievements of women across the world.

In 2026, the United Nations has declared the official theme as “Rights. Justice. Action. For ALL Women and Girls.” This theme calls on all societies to confront and dismantle the structural barriers that prevent women and girls from fully enjoying their rights whether in education, health, safety, economic participation, leadership, or access to justice. 

International Women’s Day urges us not only to celebrate women, but also to strengthen our commitment to gender equality by challenging discrimination, addressing bias, and ensuring that justice systems, policies, and social norms actively protect and empower women and girls in every sphere of life. It reminds us to honour the resilience, leadership, and contributions of the extraordinary women in our communities, workplaces, and families.

As the KwaZulu‑Natal Legislature, let us use this day to reaffirm our dedication to creating a society where every woman and girl lives with dignity, safety, equality, and opportunity, and where their rights are not only recognised but realised.





4. ANNOUNCEMENTS OR REPORTS BY THE PREMIER (Item 4 
on the Order Paper) 
 
 	Opportunity for the Premier to make Announcements.


5.	TABLING OF REPORTS OR PAPERS (Item 5 on the Order Paper) 
  
5.1 KwaZulu-Natal Legislature: 

5.1.1	KwaZulu-Natal Legislature: Budget Performance In-Year Monitoring Reports [IYM] for the months of November 2025, December 2025 and January 2026.

5.2	Committee of Chairperson:

			5.2.1	Zululand District TLtP Close-Out Report 05 - 07 
November 2025, Cecil Emmet Hall, Vryheid; and

			5.2.2	Report on Committee Resolutions Management
(October to December 2025).

5.3 Portfolio Committee on Sport, Arts and Culture:

5.3.1 Report on Alfred Duma Fitness Centre Oversight visit, 14 November 2026; and

5.3.2 Report on Stakeholder Engagement Session 16 January 2026.

5.4 Portfolio Committee on Education:

5.4.1 Oversight Report to Malgate Building & Ndabase Printing Plant on the 14th of October 2025; 

5.4.2 Oversight Report to Sozabe High School in Ugu District on the 10th of June 2025.

5.5 Portfolio Committee on Health:

5.5.1 Oversight Report at Stonebridge and Austerville Clinic, eThekwini Metro - Tuesday, 27 May 2025;

5.5.2 Oversight Report: Festive State of Readiness at Ngwelezane Hospital, King Cetshwayo District on Wednesday, 19 November 2025;

5.5.3 Oversight Report: Festive State of Readiness at Ngwelezane Hospital, King Cetshwayo District on Wednesday, 19 November 2025;

5.5.4 Oversight Report: Festive State of Readiness at General Gizenga Justice Gizenga Mpanza Regional Hospital in Ilembe District on Friday, 21 November 2025;

5.5.5 Health Oversight Report: Festive State Of Readiness at Port Shepstone Regional Hospital & GJ Crooks Hospital in Ugu District on Tuesday, 02 December 2025;

5.5.6 2025 Health Functionality Monitoring Programme Report; and

5.5.7 Oversight Report: Festive State of Readiness at Dr Pixley Ka Isaka Seme Memorial Hospital in eThekwini Metropolitan on Friday, 21 November 2025.

5.6	Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs:

			5.6.1	KwaDukuza Local Municipality 2024/25 Financial 
Year Oversight Report. 




6.	FORMAL MOTIONS OR NOTICES BY THE CHIEF WHIP (Item 
6 on the Order Paper) 
 	
	Opportunity for the Chief Whip to present motions or notices.
 

7.	ORDER OF THE DAY (Item 8 on the Order Paper) 
 
7.1 Debate on the State of the Province Address. 
1 
 
1 
 
8 
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