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16 OCTOBER 2025 
 
HYBRID SITTING: 11H00 
 


1.	PRAYER (Item 1 on the Order Paper)

Opportunity for Prayers or Silent Meditation


2.	OBITUARIES (Item 2 on the Order Paper) 
 
Honourable Members, in this solemn moment, we remember those who have journeyed on from this life.
Though they are no longer with us, the echoes of their deeds and their devotion to family, community, and service remain etched in our hearts.

May we carry their legacy forward with dignity.

We recognise and honour the following departed individuals:

2.1	Ambassador Emmanuel Nkosinathi “Nathi” Mthethwa, a devoted servant of the Republic, a leader of conscience, and a son of KwaZulu-Natal who gave his life to the pursuit of freedom, justice, and nation-building.

Ambassador Mthethwa passed away while serving as South Africa’s Ambassador to the French Republic, a role in which he continued to represent our country with distinction, honour, and a commitment to strengthening bilateral and multilateral relations.

Born in KwaZulu-Natal, Ambassador Mthethwa's political life was rooted in the liberation struggle, and he rose through the ranks to serve the democratic government in various key positions. His contributions to the nation span across decades, and his impact remains etched in the institutions he helped shape.

Throughout his career in public service, he presided over several critical national portfolios:

· As Minister of Safety and Security, later renamed the Minister of Police, he was at the helm of transforming our security institutions and promoting public safety in a young democracy.
· He later served as Minister of Arts and Culture, where he championed the preservation of South Africa’s cultural heritage, celebrated the country’s diversity, and uplifted the creative sector.
· In 2019, following the merger of portfolios, he became the Minister of Sport, Arts and Culture, where he led efforts to use both sport and the arts as vehicles for social cohesion, nation-building, and economic development.
After his tenure in Cabinet, he was appointed as Ambassador to France, where he served until his untimely passing. His diplomatic leadership further demonstrated his commitment to advancing South Africa’s role in the global community.

Ambassador Nathi Mthethwa dedicated his life to the service of others. His calm presence, strategic mind, and enduring commitment to the values of our Constitution made him a respected figure both at home and abroad.

2.2	Mr Raila Amolo Odinga, the former Prime Minister of the Republic of Kenya.
	
	Mr Odinga was not only a towering figure in Kenyan politics, but a steadfast advocate for democracy, social justice, and the empowerment of the people. His life was a testimony to the enduring struggle for freedom a life marked by sacrifice, resilience, and an unwavering commitment to the principles of good governance and Pan-African unity.

Throughout his political journey, Mr Odinga inspired millions across the continent with his courageous stand against authoritarianism and his tireless pursuit of equity and reform. As a leader, he remained rooted in the will of the people, often paying a heavy personal price for his convictions.

His passing is not only a monumental loss to the people of Kenya, but to the entire African continent. Today, we stand in solidarity with our Kenyan brothers and sisters in mourning the loss of a statesman whose legacy will echo for generations.





2.3	Two pilots who lost their lives following the disappearance of two light aircrafts near Nottingham Road in the KwaZulu-Natal Midlands yesterday;

	2.4	All artists and veterans in the entertainment industry;

2.5	All victims of gender-based violence, femicide and hate crimes;

2.6	All public servants and traditional leaders of this province and the country at large; and

2.7	All other victims of road fatalities in our province during the recent past.

Let us now observe a moment of silence to honour all those who have gone ahead of us.


3.	ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER (Item 3 on the Order Paper)

3.1	APOLOGIES

3.1.1	Honourable Ms N Simelane, MEC for Health is attending the National Health Council Meeting; 

3.1.2	Honourable Dr NNG Mahlaba, honourable Mr ME Dlungwane, honourable Mr LJ De Klerk and honourable M Nair are currently out of the country on official business. They will join the proceedings virtually, subject to network availability; and

3.1.3	Honourable Mr FA Rodgers will be excused from today’s sitting earlier than scheduled, due to other urgent commitments. The House takes note of his early departure.


		3.2	MEMBER WHO IS NOT WELL

			3.2.1	Honourable Ms PATN Buthelezi.


		3.3	BIRTHDAY

3.3.1	May I take this opportunity to extend belated birthday wishes to the Honourable Member, Ms. Shinga. Her birthday was on the 13th of October.

On behalf of this House, we hope that Honourable Shinga enjoyed a joyful and memorable day, filled with celebration, reflection, and the warmth of loved ones.  We wish her continued good health, happiness, and success in all her endeavours.

Happy belated birthday, Honourable Shinga.


3.4	APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEES

In terms of Standing Rules 143(4), names of members appointed to Committees must be published in the Announcements, Tablings and Committee Reports (ATC) without delay. 

The changes affect the MK Party and membership has been changed on 10 October 2025 in the following Committees:

· Ethics Committee
· Quality of Life
· Environmental Affairs
· Economic Development
· Public Participation and Petitions




		3.5	SARS VIP SECTION ONSITE SUPPORT

Honourable Members, I wish to bring to your attention an important matter regarding compliance with income tax return submissions.

The SARS VIP Section is onsite today, for what will be the final attempt to provide support to Members with the filing of their income tax returns, which are due by 20 October 2025.

This service is made available specifically to assist all Members on a one-on-one basis, ensuring that each Honourable Member is afforded the opportunity to comply timeously and correctly with their tax obligations.

I urge all Members who have not yet finalised their tax submissions to please make use of this opportunity before the deadline.

Let us all lead by example in upholding the principles of accountability and compliance.


3.6	VISIT BY SENIOR CITIZENS FROM AROUND PIETERMARITZBURG

I am pleased to acknowledge and extend a warm welcome to a special group of guests joining us in the public gallery today.

We are honoured to be joined by Senior Citizens from various Old Age Homes in and around Pietermaritzburg. Their visit coincides with today’s important Debate on the 2024 Senior Citizens’ Parliament Report a matter that speaks directly to their lived experiences and valuable contributions to our society.


Our esteemed guests are from the following institutions:

1. Sobantu Old Age Home, Sobantu
2. Emuseni Old Age Home, Plessislaer
3. Suid-Afrikaanse Vroue Federasie (SAVF) Old Age Home, Prince Alfred Street

We say siyanamukela – welcome, bant’abadala. Your presence here today is deeply appreciated, and it is our hope that you find today’s proceedings both meaningful and engaging.

Thank you for honouring us with your presence.
     

3.7	WELL WISHES FOR LEARNERS WRITING MATRIC EXAMS

Honourable Members, as we approach the critical period of the National Senior Certificate examinations, I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of this House, to extend our heartfelt well wishes to all learners across the province of KwaZulu-Natal who will soon be writing their matric exams.

To the Class of 2025, we commend you for your resilience, dedication, and hard work throughout your academic journey. We recognise the challenges you have faced and overcome to reach this important milestone, and we encourage you to remain focused, confident, and determined in the final stretch.

We also extend our gratitude to the educators, parents, and guardians who have provided unwavering support to our learners during this time.

Honourable Members, let us all join in wishing the matriculants strength, clarity of mind, and great success. May their efforts bear fruit, and may they step confidently into a bright and promising future.

Good luck to the Class of 2025!


		3.8	BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

As we gather in this House during the month of October, I would like to acknowledge and reflect on the significance of Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

This month is dedicated to raising awareness, promoting early detection, supporting those affected, and honouring the survivors and the memories of those we have lost to breast cancer. It is a time for us to unite in our collective efforts to educate our communities and advocate for accessible healthcare services, particularly for women in rural and underserved areas.

Early detection remains one of our strongest tools in the fight against breast cancer. We therefore encourage all women and men to take charge of their health by undergoing regular screenings and being alert to changes in their bodies.

As the KwaZulu-Natal Legislature, we stand in solidarity with all those affected by breast cancer. Let us continue to play our part by spreading awareness, supporting campaigns, and working towards a future where no life is lost to this disease.

Let us wear our pink ribbons with pride and let our actions reflect our commitment.


		3.9	OCTOBER PRIDE MONTH 

Honourable Members, this House formally acknowledges the month of October as Pride Month a time dedicated to recognising, affirming, and celebrating the diversity, dignity, and rights of the LGBTQIA+ community.

Pride Month is not only a celebration of identity, visibility, and inclusion, but also a powerful reminder of the ongoing struggle for equality, justice, and human rights for all regardless of gender identity or sexual orientation.

As public representatives, we carry the responsibility to promote a society grounded in the values of respect, tolerance, non-discrimination, and constitutional dignity. It is incumbent upon us to ensure that all people including members of the LGBTQIA+ community feel safe, supported, and valued, both within our communities and in the institutions that serve them.

May this Pride Month renew and deepen our collective commitment to building a just, inclusive, and compassionate society that embraces diversity in all its forms.

To the LGBTQIA+ community: this House sees you, supports you, and stands firmly with you.


3.10	MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH

This House acknowledges the month of October as Mental Health Awareness Month, a time dedicated to raising awareness about mental health, challenging stigma, and promoting the emotional well-being of individuals and communities across our province and our country.

Mental health is a fundamental component of overall health. It affects how we think, feel, relate to others, and make choices. Yet, far too often, mental health challenges are misunderstood, overlooked, or stigmatised leaving many to suffer in silence.
As public representatives, we have a responsibility to promote open dialogue, accessible support systems, and policies that prioritise mental health care and destigmatise mental illness. This includes advocating for increased resources, awareness campaigns, and community-based interventions especially for our youth, frontline workers, and vulnerable groups.

Let us use this month to reaffirm our commitment to building a society where mental health is treated with the same urgency and compassion as physical health.


3.11	OCTOBER - TRANSPORT MONTH

Honourable Members, October is officially recognised as Transport Month, a time to raise awareness about the importance of transport in our society and economy. It is also an opportunity to promote road safety, especially as we approach the festive season. I urge all road users, drivers, passengers, and pedestrians to exercise caution, obey traffic laws, and avoid reckless behaviour. Transport Month encourages us to reflect on our progress, engage communities on transport challenges, and support initiatives that improve mobility, safety, and accessibility for all.  Let us work together to build a safer, more efficient transport system.


3.12	CONGRATULATORY REMARKS ON BAFANA BAFANA’S QUALIFICATION FOR THE 2026 FIFA WORLD CUP

It gives me great pleasure, on behalf of the KwaZulu-Natal Legislature, to take a moment in this Sitting to acknowledge and extend our heartfelt congratulations to our national soccer team, Bafana Bafana, for their remarkable achievement in qualifying for the 2026 FIFA World Cup.

This outstanding milestone is not just a victory on the football field it is a triumph for our nation. It is a testament to the unwavering spirit, dedication, and unity of purpose demonstrated by our players, coaching staff, and the entire support team.

Bafana Bafana’s success brings renewed hope and pride to millions of South Africans, particularly our youth, who look up to these athletes as ambassadors of excellence and perseverance. In a time when our country is in need of uplifting stories and symbols of unity, this qualification serves as a powerful reminder of what we can achieve when we stand together in pursuit of a common goal.

Let us salute Bafana Bafana for flying the South African flag high on the international stage. We stand behind them as they prepare to represent us at the highest level of world football.

Halala Bafana Bafana! Halala South Africa!


		3.13	DIWALI CELEBRATIONS

As we approach the 20th of October 2025, I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the KwaZulu-Natal Legislature, to extend warm wishes to all those who will be celebrating Diwali, the Festival of Lights.

Diwali is a significant celebration in the Hindu community, symbolising the victory of light over darkness, knowledge over ignorance, and good over evil. It is a time of reflection, renewal, and unity celebrated with the lighting of lamps, sharing of meals, and expressions of love, peace, and generosity.

To all who observe this special occasion may your homes be filled with light, joy, and prosperity.


	4.	ANNOUNCEMENTS OR REPORTS BY THE PREMIER (Item 4 
on the Order Paper) 
 
 	Opportunity for the Premier to make Announcements.


5.	TABLING OF REPORTS OR PAPERS (Item 5 on the Order Paper)

5.1 KwaZulu-Natal Legislature:

5.1.1	KwaZulu-Natal Legislature: Budget Performance In-Year Monitoring Report [IYM] for the month of September 2025.

5.2 Committee of Chairpersons:

5.2.1 Oversight Report on 2025 Multiparty Programme held in Zululand District; and

5.2.2 Report on Committee Resolutions Management (July to September 2025).
 
5.3 Portfolio Committee on Sport, Arts and Culture:

5.3.1 Sports, Arts and Culture Portfolio Committee Oversight visit to Amafa Heritage Sites in Ulundi; and

5.3.2 KwaZulu-Natal Legislature Sport, Arts and Culture Portfolio Committee Stakeholder engagement session -Nkandla Community Hall, 13 June 2025.

5.4 Department of Education:

5.4.1 Revised 2025/2026 Annual Performance Plan.



5.5 Department of Agriculture and Rural Development: 

5.5.1 Agri-Business Development Agency 2024/2025 Annual Report.

5.6 Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs:
        
5.6.1 Revised Annual Report for KwaZulu-Natal Economic Regulatory Authority Annual Report 2024/2025;

5.6.2 Richards Bay Industrial Development Zone Company SOC Ltd Annual Performance Plan 2025/2026; and

5.6.3 Richards Bay Industrial Development Zone Company SOC Ltd Strategic Plan 2025/2030.


6.	FORMAL MOTIONS OR NOTICES BY THE CHIEF WHIP (Item 
6 on the Order Paper) 
 	
	Opportunity for the Chief Whip to present motions or notices.


7.	STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS (Item 7 on the Order Paper as per Standing Rule 114)


8.	ORDERS OF THE DAY (Item 8 on the Order Paper) 

8.1	Report by the Chairperson of Committees in terms of 
Rule 189 (1)(d) of the Standing Rules of the KwaZulu-Natal Legislature.  

8.2	Debate on the 2024 Senior Citizens Parliament;

8.3	Debate on the following EFF Party Motion: 

		On Thursday, 05 June 2025, hon MW Twala of the EFF moved as follows:

	This House notes: 
 
· The pattern of systemic violence, where Black farm dwellers are murdered by White farmers, as has happened in Dalton where three people were killed after being run over by a White farmer who thought they were dogs. 

· We note that political parties like the DA, lobby groups like AfriForum and the US President Donald Trump falsely claim that there are many cases of White genocide, meanwhile our black farm workers are murdered. 

· The fourth quarter crime statistics, reveal that five of six farm attack victims were black. 
 
 	The House therefore resolves: 
 
That the GPU debates farming killings, protecting the rights of black dwellers. 
 
8.4	Report by the Premier on Vote 9 departmental performance against their Annual Performance Plans in line with the prescripts of the Legislature’s Standing Rule 113(1); and

8.5	Report by the MEC for Sport, Arts and Culture on Vote 10 
departmental performance against their Annual Performance Plans in line with the prescripts of the Legislature’s Standing Rule 113(1).
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