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HOSTING 
OF MAJOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
SPORT EVENTS 
Netball World Cup
In 2023 all roads will lead to Cape Town when South 
Africa hosts the 2023 Netball World Cup. This tournament 
will showcase the talent and unite our people behind a 
representative Team South Africa. A successful Netball 
World Cup will sustain our primary mandate of building social 
cohesion and satisfying the aspiration of the people we serve, 
namely, artists, cultural practitioners as well as sportspeople. 

Whilst KwaZulu-Natal is not hosting any official games during 
the global showpiece, we seek to benefit from legacy projects 
that will ensure the growth and development of netball in the 
province. We are excited that Netball World Cup trophy will 
arrive at King Shaka International Airport before the start of 
the tournament, and we will be able to take it around the 
province to ensure that our people can feel part of the event.

Last month we launched the Netball World Cup Legacy 
Project and Netball Fridays campaign in Mtubatuba. The 
Netball Friday’s campaign aims to encourage citizens to wear 
their sport gear every Friday to mark the arrival of the world 
netball showpiece, which will be hosted for the first time in 
Africa.

As part of the build-up, we will also be involving schools and 
sport legends to drive the development of netball throughout 
our province. Fan Parks will be set-up to allow our people the 
opportunity to embrace the global showpiece. Infrastructure 
support, capacity building programmes, training of volunteers 
and taking the game to the deepest rural areas will be some 
of the legacy projects that are being rolled out.

It is high time that KwaZulu-Natal has a dedicated venue that 
caters for indoor sport that will allow us the opportunity to bid 
for national and international competitions.

World Table Tennis 
Championships
After 81 years, the International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF) 
World Individual Table Tennis Championship (WTTC) will be 
hosted in Africa, with eThekwini winning the bid to host the 
Championships. (It was last hosted in Egypt in 1939). 

The event will be staged at the Inkosi Albert Luthuli 
International Convention Centre at the end of May 2023. We 
are proud of the fact that hosting the WTTC 2023 gives us as 
the people of this province the opportunity to showcase our 
rich sporting culture to the whole world. 

We have begun a series of meetings with the South African 
Table Tennis Board (SATTB) to put into place all the necessary 
logistical arrangements and roll-out the World Table Tennis 
Legacy programme. It is our intention to take table tennis 
to all corners of the province and to use this opportunity 
to unearth talent and to create a development pathway for 
athletes from rural areas to showcase their talent.

FOOTBALL 
DEVELOPMENT

 
The Department will continue its support of the 
KZN Premiers Cup in the 2022/23 financial year. The 
KwaZulu-Natal Premier’s Cup is a pre-season football 
tournament involving professional clubs from the province 
campaigning in the Premiership (PSL) and National First 
Division (NFD). The Cup offers a platform for the professional 
teams to fine-tune their preparations for the upcoming 
season and to display their talent and new acquisitions to 
their fans in KwaZulu-Natal. AmaZulu FC, Lamontville Golden 
Arrows FC, Maritzburg United FC, Richards Bay FC, Royal 
AM FC and uThongonthi FC, are the six professional Clubs 
who will participate. 

The KZN Premiers Cup does not carry any prizemoney, but 
participating clubs are supported for their preparation and 
technical costs. 

The Department will continue to support women’s football 
with Durban Ladies being the only KZN representatives in 
the Hollywoodbets National Super League. Sadly, this club is 
still without a sponsor, and we will continue to provide them 
with the necessary support to excel in this League. We are 
processing the application of the club to provide them with 
medical, technical, and logistical support. We will also make 
every endeavour to assist the club to secure a corporate 
sponsor.

BOXING 
DEVELOPMENT
The Department has been instrumental in rebuilding boxing 
in the province. The AGM of the KZN Professional Boxing 
Association was successfully hosted with Zandile Malinga 
emerging as the new chairperson. KZN now has a recognized 
Boxing Promoters Association with several new promoters 
emerging. 

In 2022/23, we will focus on strengthening the governance of 
these promoters and expose them to marketing and financial 
management programmes in an effort to make them 
self-sustaining. We are restructuring the way in which we will 
continue to support professional boxing with local, national, 
and international tournaments receiving different levels of 
financial support. Tournaments will be taken to different 
districts to spread boxing and popularise our local boxers. 

The Department will continue to support the KZN Olympic 
Style Boxing Association (Amateur) through a Transfer 
Payment and Goods and Services. In 2022/23, the 
Association will receive a transfer of R1,8 million to continue 
to develop and support the sport in all districts.

WATER 
SPORT
In partnership with KZN Aquatics we have embarked on a 
new development programme following the recent opening 
of municipal swimming pools. Through the transfer payment 
made to KZN Aquatics, a strategic plan to resuscitate 
Township Swimming Clubs has been developed and full time 
Senior Provincial Coach will be employed to manage the 
programme and visit each club once per week. Our target 
is 10 township clubs, and we will need to allocate each club 
with the requisite budget to resuscitate their operations. 

We are still experiencing a high level of drownings in KZN, 
with an average of 2 reported drownings per week. The 
Department and its partners, KZN Aquatics and KZN 
Lifesaving will continue with their Water Safety and Learn-
to-Swim programmes. Last year we managed to teach 350 
children to swim. Our vision is “Every Child a Swimmer” – Our 
target is to employ 300 swimming instructors in the province. 
Each instructor will teach 400 children to swim a year and 
we could thus teach 120,000 children to swim a year. The 
department has trained 218 water safety champions over 
three years.

These champions are based at each district and have 
been instrumental in water safety measures reaching out to 
over 100 Primary Schools and over 15 700 learners. In the 
next phase and in partnership with KZN Aquatics, we are 
upskilling the Water Safety Champions to become Learn-
to-Swim instructors. We have completed Phase One of the 
Learn-to-Swim instructor programme with 110 instructors 
completing the introductory phase of the training.
 

TRADITIONAL 
HORSE RACING
Traditional horse-racing and breeding (tripling) is now well 
established in all 11 KZN Districts in line with the vision 
to establish a new traditional equine sector. There is a full 
support for this programme from the provincial cabinet, 
various strategic departments, government entities and 
private sector. The aim is to establish this sector as an 
independent equine industry contributing towards economic 
growth and job creation.

Madam Speaker, I would like to provide you with feedback 
on the commitments made at the 2020 Dundee July Legacy 
Project launch. Presently, the Traditional Equine Industry 
Provincial Task Team has been formed and the memorandum 
of agreement has been signed by KZN Department of 
Sport, Arts and Culture, KZN Gaming and Betting Board, 
Agribusiness Development Agency, National Horseracing 
Authority and Department of Economic Development, 
Tourism and Environmental Affairs. 
 
The Sector Master Plan is being finalized by the Provincial 
Task Team and a draft is in place for presentation. A 
studbook is now in final stages of editing and compilation 
and is expected to be launched by the end of June 2022. 
This task is being undertaken in partnership with the National 
Horseracing Authority.

After being staged behind closed doors in 2021, the 2022 
Dundee July, scheduled for 16 July 2022 at the Endumeni 
Racetrack, is expected to exceed all expectations. 
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This flagship programme of the fast-growing traditional horse 
racing industry has grown remarkably since its establishment 
and has become an important occurrence in the events 
calendar for KwaZulu-Natal.  

The event has tremendous benefits for the local tourism 
sector and impacts on the economy. With the Dundee July 
growing phenomenally over the past years, broadcasting 
the event on national television, has been identified as an 
important element and for the growth trajectory to continue. 
This will take the event beyond the borders of the province. 
The department has successfully improved the governance 
of the KZN Traditional Horse-racing and Breeding Association 
and in 2022/23 they will once again be recipients of a Transfer 
payment of R1,1 million. 

In addition, the National Horse Racing Authority will receive 
R500 000 for completion of the studbook and the Coastal 
Horse Care Unit will receive R800 000 for conducting clinics 
and inoculations of horses in farms and for preventing the 
spread of African horse-sickness. 

Overall, the Department will invest over R5 million through 
Goods and services to support the traditional horse-racing 
sector. 

INDIGENOUS 
GAMES
KwaZulu-Natal became 10th time National Champions for 
the National Indigenous Games Festival hosted in Durban 
last year. Indigenous Games is one of the key lead flagship 
programmes in promoting social cohesion, bringing together 
people from various cultures and different geographical 
areas. These games have a long history in underprivileged 
rural and township communities.  This programme promotes 
peace, tolerance, culture, and healthy lifestyles. 

This year, the strategy is to entrench these Games and 
introduce other codes from different cultures in schools. 
In 2022/23, the Department will transfer R1,2 million to 
the Indigenous Games Council to ensure all the necessary 
support is given to young entrepreneurs for the manufacture 
of traditional Indigenous Games equipment and support for 
the Indigenous Games at district, provincial and national 
levels. Indigenous Games are now part of the mainstream 
games at community and schools. 

The Department will support 280 indigenous games clubs 
with technical and administrative assistance. The National 
Indigenous Games Festival will be staged once again in KZN 
in 2022/23. The Department will invest R6,0 million through 
Goods and services into this programme with support also 
provided through the Community Recreation Conditional 
Grant.

PROMOTION OF 
HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
The Community Mass Participation Programme (Siyadlala) 
is the foundation of community sport in South Africa. The 
programme was launched in 2004/2005 to facilitate access 
to sport and recreation by as many South Africans as 
possible, especially those from historically disadvantaged 
communities. This programme is funded through conditional 
grants to all Provinces by the National Department of Sport, 
Arts and Culture and is designed to address South Africans 
lifestyle challenges including obesity, diabetes, and other 
non-communicable diseases. 

This year, the programme will seek to reduce levels of poverty 
by employing youth from disadvantaged communities as 
healthy lifestyle coordinators to implement recreational 
programmes in the 160 targeted activity Hubs. The 
programme will also fight against crime and other social ills 
by encouraging youth to engage in meaningful sport and 
recreation programmes. The Community Mass Participation 
delivers mass participation programmes such as the 
Recreation Games, Indigenous Games, Big Walk, National 
Recreation Day, and Move for Health to communities. 
 
All 160 hubs and clubs within the vicinity of the hubs will 
receive equipment to successfully implement ongoing 
recreational programmes in hubs at a ward level thus 
reducing several social challenges facing communities, 
such as obesity, diabetes, and high blood pressure. The 
programme carries a conditional grant funding of 
R14,7 million which includes support for Indigenous Games 
clubs and competitions at district levels. 

Many of our senior Citizens suffer from neglect, emotional 
and physical abuse. Recreation benefits them by improving 
their physical and emotional wellness. Activities are 
structured to enhance their need to socialize and improve 
their physical and emotional wellbeing. Activities include 
socializing, dancing, singing, outing, fun sports, pension day 
fun activities, touring, arts and crafts, home based activities, 
self-defence skills.  

The Golden Games will once again be supported from ward 
level through to National Competitions. The department 
plans to support 70 service centres sites with the necessary 
equipment to support activities. In addition, 150 coaches and 
facilitators have trained to implement these programmes. A 
women’s coaching programme will also be introduced with 
22 First Aiders trained to ensure the safety of elders during 
Games at all levels.

The Recre-Hab rehabilitation programme for special groups 
such as offenders, abused women and street children will 
be implemented in partnership with loveLife, Correctional 
Services and other agencies. The Department will support 
26 Correctional Services sites and 16 places of safety. The 
Department has planned on-going intervention programmes 
with I-Care and street children and partnerships have been 
established with Dare to Dream and Roselands Trust to 
implement leadership programmes and youth camps to 
support the most vulnerable.

The Work and Play programme seek to promote employee 
wellness and health. In partnership with other sector 
departments and the Office of the Premier, the Department 
will provide key activities that promote  recreational sports, fun 
games and festivals, weekly inter-departmental programmes, 
fitness classes, yoga, and wellness days.  All work and 
play district structures have been re-activated. Training has 
been provided to 45 structure members as part of capacity 
building. Ongoing leagues and district competitions will 
culminate in the Provincial Work and Play Games with more 
than 3000 employees targeted. 

We are formalising a partnership with SANTACO to promote 
health and wellness to the drivers within the taxi industry. 
The programme will also include taxi rank health and fitness 
screening with ‘fit to drive” gyms being considered for key 
spots. The programme will culminate in an annual SANTACO 
Sports Day. 

RESPONSE TO 
GENDER-BASED 
VIOLENCE
The department plans to respond to the scourge of 
gender-based violence mainly through awareness raising 
activations at the mass participation events. We have 
planned programmes that will contribute to the fight against 
GBV through online messaging, discussions/dialogues, 
and empowerment of women. Considerations have also 
been made to use sport, arts, and culture legends and 
sport stars and practitioners as anti-gender-based violence 
ambassadors, to convey the messages. These advocates or 
ambassadors will help raise the levels of awareness of being 
able to detect GBV (in all its forms) and be empowered to 
deal with it in its initial stages. 

During the implementation of these projects, campaigns, and 
activities to support the fight against GBV, boys, young men 
and older men will participate as influencers and agents of 
change. Gender based violence and anti-femicide campaigns 
will also be rolled out through the Moral Regeneration 
Movement and the Social Cohesion Advocates. Partners to 
the Department such as loveLife, will also assist in delivering 
programmes carrying the required messages.

SPORT 
FOR PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITY
Our programmes will prioritise the mainstreaming of women, 
youth, and disabled people in all programmes of the sport, 
arts and culture sector as espoused in the NDP Vision 
2030. In 2022/23, we will still be committed to supporting 
district and community structures that provide support for 
disabled people. We have budgeted for the implementation 
of District Games for disabled people in key codes of sport. 
These District Games will culminate in the Provincial Disability 
Games which will be held in November to coincide with 
Disability Month. Structures such as the SA Disabled Golf 
Association and KZN Deaf Sport Federation have qualified 
to be supported through a Transfer payment and will benefit 
from R550 000 of funding for their programmes.
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Total Budget: R1 489 055 000

Programme 1 (Administration) R280 759 000
Programme 2 (Cultural Affairs) R329 574 000
Programme 3 (Library and Archives Services) R500 548 000
Programme 4 (Sport and Recreation) R378 174 000

CONCLUSION
Honourable members, in conclusion I would like to take this opportunity to thank the African National Congress and Honourable 
Premier, Khuzeni, for entrusting me with the responsibility of leading the establishment of the new Department of Sport, Arts 
and Culture. I also extend my appreciation to the Arts and Culture, Sport and Recreation, and the Finance Portfolio Committees 
for their continued support throughout the years. I would also like to thank the staff from the former Departments of Sport and 
Recreation and Arts and Culture for their continued support throughout this journey. To my family, my mother uMntwana, my 
son Lindokuhle and my daughter Sphesihle, thank you for continuing to be my pillars of strength.

I now table the budget for the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Sport, Arts and Culture
(Vote 10) for 2022/23 financial year:

BUDGET SUMMARY:
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